Usefulness of computerized tomography in evaluating necrotizing fasciitis.
A 54-year-old man was seen with what appeared to be cellulitis of the left lower extremity. Roentgenograms showed no evidence of gas in soft tissues. Two days later films revealed gas in soft tissues of the leg, but not in the thigh. Computerized tomography showed pockets of gas in the lateral fascial planes of both leg and thigh. Surgical exploration revealed extensive necrotizing fasciitis. CT scanning provided a much more accurate picture of the extent of infection than did standard radiographs.